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Answers from an Editor of 
The New York Evening Post 


re F. P. A. Information Service Reports 
Do you find them 


Reliable and Timely? “Yes” 
Useful? “Extremely” 


Do you wi-h the Service continucd? 


“By all means. Don’t you dare to stop 
sending us these Reports!’ 
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CHINA RESORTS 


TO ABROGATION 





HINA has officially notified Belgium 

that she will not extend the Sino- 
Belgian treaties granting extraterri- 
torial rights and special commercial priv- 
ileges in China, and that their abrogation 
will be effective October 29. In thus re- 
fusing, three months in advance of their 
expiration, to continue the treaties, China 
is entirely within her legal rights. The 
action is of the highest significance, and 
probably presages similar unilateral de- 
nunciation of the ‘‘unequal treaties” with 
Spain, Portugal, Great Britain, France, 
the Netherlands, Italy, Japan and the 
United States as the dates for extension 
of those compacts approach, unless they 
are previously revised. 

In the case of Belgium, it is expected 
that China will present for signature a 
commercial treaty similar to that recently 
agreed upon with Austria which is to be 
registered with the League of Nations 
and become effective in October. This 
treaty recognizes China’s customs auton- 
omy and provides for tariff reciprocity. 
To Belgium, China would probably ex- 
tend, in return for the conclusion of such 
a compact, most-favored-nation privi- 
leges pending the revision or abrogation 
of the remaining unequal treaties. 

Belgium is in a difficult position. While 
Great Britain and the other powers are 
undoubtedly exerting great pressure upon 
her to refrain from any independent 
treaty negotiations, China is threatening 
a severe trade boycott in case Belgium re- 
fuses to sign an “‘equal” treaty. 

In addition to Austria, China now has 
favorable commercial treaties with Ger- 
many, Persia, and Finland. Negotiations 
for similar agreements with Turkey, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Hungary, and Russia 
are now under way. Only the German 
treaty has thus far been registered with 








the League. This recognizes China’s 





right to determine her tariff duties but 
provides for a schedule permitting suc- 
cessful German competition with Japan- 
ese, British and American goods. 

China’s latest move will seem unexpect- 
ed only to her skeptical critics who have 
been blindly maintaining that treaty abro- 
gation would require more courage than 
the Chinese possess. Their counsel of in- 
action has been relentlessly driving 
China to desperate procedures. They have 
utterly failed to realize that“domestic pol- 
itical chaos is in no wise synonymous 
with disruption of the awakening nation- 
alism, or of the national purpose vis @ vis 
the foreign powers. 

But entry upon a course of abrogation 
is not without its very alarming side. 
Unless the powers thoroughly change 
their conception of the Chinese situation 
it is doubtful whether they will agree to 
sign the sort of treaties that China will 
demand. Consequently we must face the 
possibility of a void in the powers’ legal 
relationships with China. Such an ab- 
sence of regulated intercourse would 
make serious consequences certain. 

It is also to be feared that some vision- 
less people would welcome an abrogation 
of the treaties on the ground that it 
would give an excuse to discontinue dip- 
lomatic relations with the Peking Gov- 
ernment and thus permit the minor re- 
presentatives of the powers to deal open- 
ly with the regional military dictators in 
China. From them, it is apparently felt, 
more favorable terms could be procured 
and if necessary exacted by force. 


RAYMOND T. RICH. 


Coolidge Refuses K. of C. Demands 

RESIDENT COOLIDGE has denied 

the Knights of Columbus’ call for an 
immediate and drastic change of policy 
towards Mexico. 
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The three actions which the K. of C. 
“demand” that our Government take 
“forthwith” are withdrawal of recogni- 
tion, lifting of the embargo on arms and 
an official expression of sympathy for the 
people of Mexico. Any one of these 
would encourage revolution in Mexico and 
would increase the possibility of military 
intervention. 

President Coolidge did not satisfy 
himself with a repudiation of such a pro- 
gram. Without presidential approval 
Secretary Kellogg would not have an- 
nounced at Paul Smith’s, August 16, that 
the State Department had not found that 
Americans in Mexico had been subjected 
to indignities or had suffered in person 
or property during the conflict between 
Church and State. The American Fed- 
eration of Labor, answering the K. of C.’s 
appeal for active cooperation, have also 
declared for a ‘‘hands-off”’ policy. 

The arrest, August 15, in San Diego, of 
General Estrada, former Mexican Minis- 
ter of War, and his fellow-conspirators 
who were on the verge of attempting to 
overthrow the Mexican Government is 
additional evidence of the administra- 
tion’s determination to maintain rigorous- 
ly its friendly attitude toward the Calles 
government. 


As the Bulletin goes to press, the Chair- 
man of the K. of C. Committee on Resolu- 
tions states that their stand “has been 
misinterpreted or misunderstood,” and 
that they “merely ask our Government to 
withhold its support of the Calles régime.” 

J. G. McD. 


Shifting The Balance Of Power? 
HE announcement August 9 of the 
signature of an Hispano-ltalian Ar- 

bitration Treaty has caused a large ripple 
in the international sea. Though the 
complete text will not be published until 
after the registration of the treaty with 
the League of Nations, “‘unofficial’’ sum- 
maries outline its chief points as follows: 
1 The preamble calls it a “treaty of friend- 
ship, conciliation and judicial arbitration be- 
tween the two signatories.” 
2 There are three parts dealing respectively 
with political questions, arbitration and the 
procedure to be chosen for settlement of dis- 


putes. 
3 The most important .rticle (XIII) binds 


both countries to neutrality in the event of 
one of them being attacked without provo- 
cation by a third power. 

In view of the strained relations exist- 
ing at present between Madrid and Gene- 
va and Mussolini’s well-known coolness 
towards the League, the treaty may well 
be looked upon as a second string in both 
the Italian and Spanish fiddles in case 
the September Assembly fails to solve 
some of Europe’s most pressing problems. 

Italian opinion regards the new treaty 
as a great triumph for Fascist diplomacy 
—*‘the good old method of secret diplo- 
macy” as the Tribuna puts it. However, 
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with the whole problem of North A fricg 
still unsettled, closer Italian-Spanish eo. 
operation is taken in some quarters—not. 
ably British—to indicate a strong move 
against France in the Mediterranean. 


“Les Enfants Terribles’’ 


HE latest instance of friction in the 

Balkans is a sharp reminder that al. 
liances and rumors of alliances in south. 
eastern Europe have not eliminated the 
menace of the unsettled Macedonian 
question. 

Once more it is a boundary incident 
that has aroused a storm. This time a 
band of Macedonian irregulars, Bulgari- 
an subjects, are charged with having at- 
tacked on July 28 a village well within 
Jugoslav territory. The result has been 
that a collective note was delivered on be. 
half of Bulgaria’s three neighbors, Jugo- 
slavia, Rumania and Greece, demanding 
that the Sofia Government fulfill its in- 
ternational undertakings for the surveil- 
lance of the border and that it take se- 
vere measures against the activities of 
Macedonian revolutionary organizations 
within Bulgaria. 

The Sofia press takes the attitude that 
Bulgaria, with its reduced military forces, 
is not in a position to put a stop to the ae- 
tivities of the Macedonian political or- 
ganizations, whose adherents are de- 
scribed as numbering hundreds of thou- 
sands and whose purpose is to achieve 
Macedonian unification and emancipa- 
tion in spite of any injunction that Bal- 
kan governments may place upon their 
activities. The proper solution of the dif- 
ficulty, Bulgarians point out, would be 
to set free or cede to Bulgaria those parts 
of Macedonia which are _ inhabitated 
mainly by Bulgarians. 

An inspired press shows resentment at 
the assocation of Rumania and Greece 
with Jugoslavia in last week’s collective 
note. It was less than a year ago that 
Greek bands invaded Bulgaria and creat- 
ed a disturbance grave enough to necessi- 
tate League intervention, while in Ru- 
mania, it is averred, some forty-five Bul- 
garians were recently put to death un- 
justly. Bulgaria suspects that the joint 
action of its neighbors is merely part of 
a scheme to secure representation on the 
League’s neutral commission for the ad- 
eee of the Bulgarian refugee 
oan. 

The mutual suspicions let loose by this 
incident have caused the recently mooted 
Balkan rapprochement to fade at least 
temporarily from the political horizon. 


The Romance of World Trade, by Alfred 
Pearce Dennis. 1926, New York, Henry 
Holt & Co. In spite of its soaring ro- 
manticism, this is a worthwhile presen- 
tation of America’s growing trade rela- 
tions with foreign countres. 
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